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“A Goodly Heritage”
The lot is fallen unto me in a fair ground: yea, I have a goodly heritage.—Ps. xvi. 6.
I WISH to direct your thoughts to the blessings
which you enjoy. It is well to be sensible of 
them and grateful for them while you have them, and not to wait until you are painfully reminded of their value by the loss of them. There are three which I would now recall to your mind, your Homes, your School, and your Church. I ask you to think of these—the two latter you all enjoy, and most of you I trust the first—I ask you to think of these with thankfulness to God, and with a resolve to deserve well of them.
i. The first is too often taken as a matter of course by those who have the advantage of it, and it is not until they look back that they realize what a blessing and help their home has been to them. I want you to thank God for it now. Those who do not know the full meaning of the word ' Home,' lose a great deal, and a great deal that it is very hard to recover later. The obedience and order, the love and union, the habit of looking up to and relying upon father and mother, and of looking after and caring for brothers and sisters, the family prayers, the family walk, the successes and losses shared together, the partings and home​comings which are looked forward to by all, and grieved and joyed over by all, combine to form
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habits and interests that last all one's life, and to leave a golden deposit of love and sympathy in the heart. No doubt there are some strong natures which are able to rise above circumstances, and not having had the advantage of a good home, gain, from very aversion from the evil surroundings of their childhood, an impulse towards and a resolve to attain those blessings that have been denied them; and one sometimes sees a character that, springing from a foul source, runs bright and clear as time goes on. But these are the exceptions; the strong natures which the roughg rindstones of neglect and temptation brighten instead of break​ing. The general rule is that which underlies the maxim of the Jesuit Father, " Give me a child till he is ten, and I care not who teaches him after​wards." He knew that the impressions of child​hood are lasting; and that whatever influences his pupil might come under, whatever phases of faith he might go through, he would return to his first. And I ask you, who know what a good home is, not to wait until it is nothing but a far-off memory before you thank God for it. The days will come to you—if they have not come now—when the thought of a wise, just father will be an inspiring thought when you have to take your own line, and decide on the right course of action towards others ; or the memory of a sweet, loving, unselfish mother will rise up between you and your self-indulgence, or your temper, or your faithlessness; or when the regard for brothers and sisters whom you played with as children, and who hold fast to you in after years with an interest that no later friends can have, will spur you on to endurance and
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exertion, so as not to be unworthy of their love, and bring disgrace upon the name you bear.
Those who have known such homes learn to love the very places in which their home-life has been spent. The house, the garden, the fields of child​hood have a life and reality which no residence of later years can acquire. The house may have changed hands, but it is still the same house: the trees may have grown, but they are still the same trees: the bright skies, the singing birds, the brim​ming river are all the same. We are changed, we may be in far distant lands, yet we have but to shut our eyes, and once more we seem to see the same father standing at the door, the same mother sitting by his side, the same brothers and sisters playing and laughing in the garden. We open them, and the scene vanishes, and to quote the exquisite lines of the Dorsetshire Poet, Barnes,—
" How we do wish, with useless tears, To have again about our ears
The voices that are gone."
Do you, before these voices are lost to you—now while you have dear homes to go to, and a loving welcome to look forward to—now while you can say, " the lot is fallen unto me in a fair ground: yea, I have a goodly heritage," — do you thank the great Father for this foretaste of a still better Home.
ii. After your Home, your School.
There is no country in the world in which boys of your class have so happy a school-life as in Eng​land. There are good homes everywhere; there are Universities, good society to be found, real work to be done in all countries. But the public school is
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an English institution. There the companionship, the emulation, the thirst for knowledge, of youth are combined with enjoyable exercise, a healthy tone of mind, and a wise, sympathetic rule. Those who have been at a good school, and who have had nice fellows as friends, will generally tell you that their school years have been the happiest years of their life. You who are soon to leave school will pro​bably allow that your life here has been a happy and profitable one, and you who may perhaps be experiencing the difficulties arid disagreeables of a new school and unfamiliar companions, must take it on trust, and look forward to many useful and happy years spent here.
" Yea, I have a goodly heritage." I call your attention to this expression, for it seems to suggest to us what it is that makes your school a good one. I do not refer to what this school owes its Founders, but what it owes to past generations of Boys. It is the continuity of good traditions which stamps the character of a school, and gives it a high moral tone.
Some years ago I was present at a service in Eton College Chapel. It was on a Sunday when the lesson related how one after another each King of Judah or Israel slept with his fathers, and his son reigned in his stead, and how all that he did, the wars that he waged, and the cities that he built, were written in the Books of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel or Judah; and the thought rose to my mind what a lesson these words, rightly understood, should convey to the minds of the bigger boys who were sitting just before me, and who were about to leave school, and
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be succeeded in their various places and offices by a younger generation.    How,  like the Kings of Israel and Judah, their doings and sayings were to be recorded after they were gone; and how, beyond that, they all left something behind them.   They might be gone never to reappear on the old scenes, they might actually be dead, but each of them was sure to leave some living influence behind him. Their habits and conversation, their attainments in school, their feats of strength, their prowess in the cricket-field or on the river, their treatment of their juniors, and the general example which they set, are they not written in the recollections of their schoolfellows, and do they not go to form the whole tone of the School ? You will, each one of you, bequeath some sort of heritage to your successors:   will it be a goodly one ?   That depends upon what sort of in​fluence you are exerting now, what kind of example you are setting ;   for that which survives us will be of the same character as that which exists now.
It is impossible to overestimate the power of example. It is the most potent factor in training the character, chiefly because it is exercised uncon​sciously, and because the imitation is unconscious. Take, for instance, a family of brothers and sisters : in what do they bear the strongest family likeness ? Not in the great outlines of character, not in temper, ability, self-denial, &c., so much as in innumerable minute traits that are picked up unconsciously in the turn of their heads, the gestures of their hands, the tone of their voice. And so what you may be in the habit of doing, thinking only to please or improve yourselves, or to obey your God and your consciences, insensibly leaves an impression upon others.
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Let me mention three points upon which later experience shews me there is great need of boys and young men being on their guard as to the example which they set.
1.
The style and tone of your conversation:   it
is greatly influenced by others, and is unconsciously
copied.    A child brought up in a family where bad
language is habitually used inevitably contracts the
same taint.    The habit of telling indecent stories,
depreciating and discrediting all good deeds, turning
religious things into ridicule, making jests out of the
Bible, comes for the most part from copying others
who  do so.    Surely we all ought to be on our
guard, lest we incur the guilt of leading others
astray.    The thought that a word once spoken can
never be recalled, and the conviction of the power
of example, should check many a rough, ill-mannered
speech and many a questionable  story and jest.
" Set a watch, 0 Lord, before my mouth, and keep
the door of my lips, that I  offend not with  my
tongue."
2.
There is another bad habit springing mainly
from the example of others, which is, I trust, un​
known here, but which those who are soon to be
leaving ought to be warned against, and that is
gambling.    It has undoubtedly greatly increased in
all classes during the last twenty years, and for this
the example of the upper classes has much to answer
for.    From them it has filtered down through all
ranks.    I am not now concerned with the folly, the
suicidal folly, of such gambling; how it leads directly
to idleness, poverty and fraud, and indirectly to all
the numerous temptations arising from a life of ex​
citement and bad company; but I want you to reflect
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on the harm which your example in this matter may do to those who are below you in age or station. If the younger boys see their seniors risking their money in sweepstakes, and making small bets upon trifles, you know that they will certainly follow their leaders. The temptation may be un​known here, but you will have to face it when you go to college or into the army; and if you are drawn in, though you may not smart for it your​selves, others will. I knew a man who was at college with me, a rich man and a popular one. He used often to join in rather high play with some other men. After a time he gave it up, and when I asked him why, he said that though he could easily afford to lose or give away more than was ever staked, he knew that there were some playing who could not, and would probably get into serious trouble, and so he gave it up altogether, lest he should drag others down. Do you beware of the example you follow, and the example you set in this matter.
3. I will mention one other point upon which your examples have great power—not here perhaps so much as in the holidays—attendance and be​haviour at church.
It is painfully forced upon me by my experience as Vicar of a large Parish, that the ostentatious disregard of God's house and God's day by those who call themselves gentlemen, and the careless, irreverent behaviour of some of the boys and young men who do come with their families to church, has a very bad effect upon the youug men of the working-classes. If men of education and position spend the whole of their Sundays in amusement, why should not we, they argue : if they come to church to stare
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about, whisper, laugh, or only to criticize the music or the sermon, what more can be expected of us ? They copy those whom they naturally look up to. I do not believe that the warning is needed here so much as in some other places, but still you should remember how great the power of example is in this respect. It should be your endeavour to hand on your heritage here to others unimpaired by any neglect or waste, and uncorrupted by any evil traditions or baneful influence on your part: and I think a lively sense of gratitude, and a proper pride in what you have succeeded to, and are en​joying yourselves, will help you to do so.
iii. I have but time to touch upon the third cause of thankfulness which I mentioned at the out​set, your Church; but I should show little gratitude for what I myself learnt here if I passed it over in silence; for one of the chief lessons to be learnt in this place is to love the services and to value the privileges of our Church. For this you are carefully instructed in its doctrine, and your hearts are won by the attractiveness and outward beauty of holi​ness : and you will find this thorough acquaintance, this early love of the teaching and services of the Church, a great 'stand by' in after life. Should your life be spent, as most of our lives are, in the regular, perhaps common-place duties of work and business at home, you will have in the services and sacraments of your Church an unfailing source of help and comfort, correcting your natural selfishness, keeping up your standard of excellence, inspiring higher thoughts, and fortifying you against .the slow creeping in of weariness in well-doing. Should your lot be cast in other lands, far from
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home and the ordinances of the Church, you will prize every occasional opportunity that may offer of enjoying them all the more for the value which you formerly set on them, and the length of time you have lost them, like meeting old friends of your youth. Should you be doomed to pain and ill-health, and to lose your powers of body and mind, you will still turn to the old familiar words which you learnt in youth and used in manhood, and you will find comfort and support in prayers you can still understand and still appreciate.
Thank God then for the goodly heritage which you have in your Church—goodly in every sense of the word, extending far beyond the limits of our country, and comprehending all kinds of mind and character, all sorts and conditions of men—a heritage to be handed on by you unimpaired, undefaced, and unrestricted. And as sons of happy English homes, as schoolmates and play​mates of a good public school, and as true and faithful members of Christ's Church on earth, I call upon you to say from" your hearts, " The lot is fallen unto me in a fair ground: yea, I have a goodly heritage."
